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LETTERS FROM THE PEOPLE.
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iarge Republican Meeting at Leesburg

T the Editor of the New Era :

One of the largest’ Republican assemblages
ever held here tcok place on Monday, May
itth, to hear addresses from the Hon. William
Lawrence, M. C. of Ohio, and R. D. Beckley,

F<y., of Alexandria. The mecting was called |

to order by Mr. Wm. F. Powell, who stated its
object. Mr. W. B. Downey was called to the
chair, and in a few brief and pertinent remarks
iniroduced Mr. Lawrence, who proceeded to
address the meeting at some leugth. After
allading to the prosperity of the conntry under
the administration of President Grant, he tock
the history of reconstruction in this State up,
and dealt teliing blows upon those who, by their
Ligotry and blinduess, are attempting to clog
the wheels of reconstruction, and counscling
opposition to Congress to reconsiruct and place
the State once more in fraternal relations with
the General Govermment. The honorable gea-
tlcman recounted scenes that occurred before
the Reconstruction Committee, of which he is
a prominent member, and the pledge given by
Governor Walker to the people of Virginia,
which he has so far neglected to fulfill. In con-
firmation of this he alluded to an act lately
enacted by the Legislature of the State provi-
ding for the general clection, in which the
judges of election shall place upon each ballot
a number corresponding to the number placed
opposite the voter's name on the book of regis-
tration, that those who vote the Republican
ticket may be ostracised and proscribed by
these hordes, who in this way seek to destroy
the sanctity of "the bhallot, free speech, and all
tie liberties of the people.

After disclosing the tricks practiced by these
uabobs, he called on the people to cast in their

lot with tise Republican part$, which had never”

deceived them, ror wmade promises that were not
fulfilled ; that they should not be intimidated
from registering and voting {rom noth.ng that
might be said to them by these nabobs.

He referred to a bill now pending in Con-
gress which is intended to prevent States from
enforcing acts to expose the secrecy of the bal-
iot. He intormed the proscriptive Couserva-
tives that he had not come among them with
any feeling of unkindness, but simply to detend
the priuciples of the party of progress. After
comparing the adminisiration of President
Grant—whom he wished to see President four
years longer—with that of his predgeessor,
called on his hearers 1o earnestly support the
present Administration, under whose leader-
ship the country would blcssom as the rgse.

Judge Lawrence was several times inter-
rupted by applausze during the progresswf his
address.

Mr. R. D. Beckley, of Alexandria, the Fred
Douglass of Virginia, was introduced. After
alluding to a discussion that he had here with
4 prominent rebel lawyer during the preceding
campaign, alluded to the importance of every
black and poor white man supporting the party
of freedom. While making this statement he
was interrupted by some of our Secesh friends,
to which he replied that he never threw a stone
in the dark and heard a dog howl but he was
satisfied that he had hit him. He alluded to
the importance of the coming election, when
he hoped every Republican would do his duty.
He stated that he had heard that there were a
few copperhead colored men in their midst; he
advised them to crush the serpent’s head, and
his tail wouid die before sundown. He recoun
ted what had been done for the colored men by
the Republican party, and that there was no
hope for them by voting for their enemies, who
would not trust them as quick as if they had
voted for the Republican ticket. He stated that

they were their sworn enemies, and alluded to |

the effort to raise a white man’s party in Dela-

ware as a result of their friendship. He stated .

that he was present at a meeting of the Recon-
struction Committee, in which Governor Walker
attempted to explain away a speech he made
at Liberty duriag the last canvass, when he

asserted that if he was elected with a Legisla- |

ture not Radical, he would mnever enforce the

county clause, which provides for the free

school system.

In speaking of the late calamity at Rich-
mond, he claimed that it was the second edition
of the enabling act—one of the most infamous
bills to deprive citizens of their rights—and
the spirits of these men would haunt Walker to
his dying day ; and if he (Walker) was not lost
to all tender feeling he must feel sad over this
welancholy event which has deprived Virginia
of some of her best talent and ablest citizens,
all brought on by his mad ambition. He re-

icired to the death of Bland, who was a per- |

sopal friend of his, but with whom he differed

politically. He stated how Bland had regretted |

the course he had taken in the reconstruction
of the State. He demanded of the ‘party in

power a rigid enforcement of the provision in |

the new constitution, and alinded to the failure
of placing colored men ou juries by the authori-
ties.

He stated he had served with five other eol-
ored men as jurors of the United States Court,
and every oue of them could write as legible as
any lawyer in Loudoun county, and five of the
six were land-owners, while there were two
men who could not sign their names to the
marshal’s report, and they were palefaces. He
had seen many white men on jurics in his city,
who were more iguorant than any colored man
he had ever seen. e alluded 1o the prre ended
fear some white men had, that if the negro pos-
sesses political equality, he would afterwards
want social equality. e hegged them to calm
their fears on this poiut, that he thought it was
the reverse, and that white men cared more for
their society than-they wish to acknowledge,
and in confirmation of this fact alluded to the
complexion of many before him, that there were

many white men who could not cross his

threshold, as an example he referred to a
brakesman on the Alexandria, L. & H. R. R.
who attempted to designate that evening what
car he should ride in. He alladed to
the New Ega, and stated thatit was
of the most prominent papers at the Capitol,
founded on a firm basis, ably edied by colored
men, whose columns were open to the appeals
-of every man in the whole country, and called

apon every colored man to support it. In con-

clusion he implored the colored men to stand by
the Republican party and it wonld stand by
them.

Letters were read from J.7. Laungston, Esq.,
sod the Hon. J. F. Lewes of Virgiaia, regret-
ting their inability to be present.

_The following resolution, offered by Mr. W .
F. Powell,.were unanimously adopted.
- Resolued, That we heartily endorse the pro-
ceedings of the Republican conference lately
held in Richmond.
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Res lved, That according to Article 3,
' tion 4 of the Constitution of Virginia all per-
| sons entitled to vote shall be eligible as jurors.
If has been repeatedly violated by those whose
| daty it is to empannel jurors from the citaens
of the county, irrespective of color; that we
believe thatoutrage only finds favor among the
few, and is opposed by a majority of the citi-
zens of the county. ;

Résolved, That we respectfully but earnestly
request of the sheriffs and magistrates of Iou-
' doun county, the right of colored men to sit as
jurors in &ll courts held in the county.

Resclved, That these proceedings be forward-
ed the New Era with the request that they he
pullished.

for .. speakers, President Grant, and the Re-
ublican party.
g e R. H. BaiLry.
Lresaura, May 19, 1870,
R
Letter from Missouri

S1. Louis, Mo., May 20, 1570
To the Editor of the New Era :

E business of the day and week are over, it is a
| real pleasure and comfort to open the New
' Era, fresh from the seat of Government, la.
den with news from all parts of the Union--
news that is particularly interesting to a ¢l
ored citizen, because it tells him what our peo-

ple are doing and saying all over our wide ex-

The Era contains information that we cannot
gather from any other source. It is true, I

the large cities, aud from them getall the gene-
ral news ; but with the exception of a sketeh
.here and there, they tell us nothing of the col-
ored titizens. The New Era fills the gap, and
is the one paper so much needed. The Ger-
 mans, French, Spaniards, Italians, aud Irish
have their organs. Why shouid net the colored
Americans have a journal to speak for them and
of them as well as be a vehicle that will enable
them to talk to each other ? It is just what
was needed ; and I am confident the bhetter we
become acquainted with you, Mr. Era, the more
we shall like you.

Now, Mr. Editor. 1 have . question to ask
you. Why is it that I never see anything in
the Era from this, the great metropolis of the
Mississippi Valley—a city that contains two
bundred and fifty thousand inhabitants, and a
colored population of near thirty thousand,
among whom are many educated men and wo-
men. And yet is this busy mart of trade you
have not one correspondent.

St. Louis has had a fifteenth amendment cel-
ebration. It was a grand affair on a large
scale. The procession was very large, and two

were crowled with colored peeple. There was
at the lowest estimate twenty-five thousand
colored people on the streets that day. The

ate banners and mottoes, marched through the
principal streets to Yeager's Garden, and was
addressed by some very distinguished speakers.
At sundown this vast multitude dispersed to
their homes. Nothing occurred during the day
to mar the peace and harmony of the grand oc-
casion. There was not a druonken man nor a
fight that I heard of during the day.

The fifteenth amendment is working won-
ders. Street.car conductors cannot tell whether
you are black or white. I take a look in my
glass sometimes to see if by some hocus pocus
I bhave tarned white, but it gives back the
same old face, and tells me I am a citizen and
not a chattel now. It used to be Old Pen, bu
now it is Mr. Pentalpha. Oh, the rapid changes
for the hest! May our people appreciate and
' not ahuse the trust committed to onr hands,
| PeNTALPHA.

How We Progress.

A few years ago a Northern maun could
scarcely travel throu%l; the South in safety un-
less he declared his belief in the divine right
of slavery. Now he mug march from the North

| Pole to the equator and not meet a slave in all
' his way. A few years ago he who would Lave
suggested that colored men, then slaves, would
| vote in the South some day or other, would
'have been pronounced a fool or a madman ;

'now these men are not only voters, but are ) - passion, in several instances, by the torch

members of the Legislature. and in Louisiana
one of their race is Lieutenant Governor, whi'e
we in Mississippi have sent a colored man to
the Upited States Senate to occupy the seat of
Jeffer-on Davis. .
ored men were not allowed in the South to learn
to read and write, bat now they are to bé eda-
cated at the public expense, as are other chil-

war, that this race of men were prohibited from
owning or leasing lands, except in cities, and
then only by consent of the local authorities ;
| but now they rent more land, eicher for a share
of the crops, or for a money consideration,
' than any other class in the State ; and, besides,
many of them have purchased plantations, and
have set up husiness for themselves.

Not long since the colored race were sup-
| posed to be so ignorant that they could wot
| understand politics, but now there is no man so
! high in the State but what he is glad to be as-
- sured that his political views are endorsed hy
| the colored men, whethcr in or put of the Leg-
| islature, and for that purpose they are fre-

quently called into consultation. Even as late
' a8 the last election it was believed the colored
{man_ would follow his old master and vote as

he did, but the result showed that he knew the
- difference between the political parties of the
, day, and voted as intelligently as other men.
Party discipline he has not learned quite as
well as others have, still he will keep true to

A short time ago, and col &

Resolved, That this Section of this Article |

The meeting adjourned with hearty cheers |

|

See - Letter from Governor Alcorn to

the New Era.
Jacgson, Miss., May 15, 1870,

Mr. Epiior: I have read with concern the
editorial which appears in your paper of the
5th instant, in reference to publie schools in
Mississippi. As the views you urge in that
article may, if adopted generally, prove a se.
rious embarrassment to the suceess of the vital
question of reconstruction, 1 feel it my duty to
go untside the proprieties of my office to pro
test against those views, as agaivst a deadly in-
Jjury to the canse of eduacation at the South. In
doing so I shall, of course, speak to you as in
remontrance with a man who seeks, in the case
before us, the same ultimate ohject as myself—
the success of our public schools—but from
whom I differ very positively ns to the means
for its accomplishment.

So far as your remarks are personal to me, 1
ghall waste no time in answer. The great
question before us dwarfs into insignificance
any considerations of the individual. 1 may,
however, be pardoned for saying, as pertinent
to ihe subject at issue, that my treament of it
as a guestion of the pracfical, is in no wise
disturbed by the prejadices you suppose.  We

of the South, strange as it may appear to you, |

have, in fact, very much less of those preju-
dices than people nurtured out of the lap of

Every Saturday evening, after the toil sud  dlavery. I have been nursed by a woman of

| . . 3 .
' color who, having followed my fortunes from

|

my hirth-place in the Territory of Illinois to
the State of Kentucky, and thence to my
adopted home in Mississippi, lives, to-day, in
the enjoyment of an old age of ease and plenty
on my plantation, under but a poor requital of
the life-long devotion which has tied me to her
in love as a son to a mother.

I have played with negro children in my in-

' tended country. The Erais just what we want | faney; T have worked in the ficli side by side
now, because it is necessary that we should  with negro boys in my boyhood ; and may,
know and hear what the people do and say. | therefore, be supposed to rezresent, in my own

person, very little of the prejudices that would,
as you suppose, keep my son in ignorance ra-
ther than permit himn to carry his companion-

read the daily or weekly papers from nearly all | ship with his colored playmates from the vil-

lage play-ground to the village school.

And here I may digress for a mement iuto
an explanation and an apology—an explanation
of my tropnsifinn, and an apology for my peo-
ple. When 1 say we of the South have less
prejudices against the colored man than people
nuriured out of the lap of slavery, I mean less
prejudice to him as a man of color.
stant association with him from infancy will
show you the force of this statement; though
you will understand, on the other hand, the ar-
ray of prejudices that may be supposed to have

' stood up between him and us when our slave
| of a few short years ag» was presented to us as

an equal at the balloi-box. Those of us who
have risen superior to the very natural repug-
nance that struggled against that fact, would

| do injustice to their victory over themselves hy
failing in sympathy with those of their breth- |

ren who, in bondage to their passions, still
struggle against the fact.

The Soutbern people have suffered a great
violation of their thoughts and feelings Ly the
new order of things. tE\I_\r hearty sympathy for
thousands of good and true men of the South

who wrestle to day with their own prejudices

towards an acceptance of the enlightened policy | the inventions and civilization of the new age. |

of equality before the law, would make me

'anwilling as a duty of couscience, were | nqt
L utterly opposed to any such course as a daty |

-of policy, to sabject them to an ungracmus

hours in passing any given point. It is esti-
mated that there were four thousand men in |
the ranks ; and the streets all along the lines

procession, with cannon, music, and appropri-

]

|

|

dren. - It was bat the other day, and since the |

|

and unnecessary compulsion.

‘The political equality of the colored people
was being debatad in this State, by many in
fiuential men, when it was settled, in the exer-
cise of an unquestionable sathority, by Con-
gress. 'T'he reason previously engaged in con-
sidering the question, was unseated by reac-
tionary temper; und what would probably
have been adopted by spontaneous consent,
was resisted with all the impulsive vehemence
of this peaple, in a spirit of opposition to the
will of power. This fact will show how men

charged with the nice question of making the |

principles of a social revolution acceptable to
u people of volatile passions, shrink from every
unnecessary violence to popular will, in recog-
nition of the fact that their success has no

other power worth considering at its back, save |
that ol the pressure of necéssity under the gen- |

tle urgings of morul force.

I am a practical man. Ido not overlook the
fact that questions of statesmanship must he
considered in their relation to popular passion.
And if T can claim any merit in dischargin
the duties of my position, it must rest,

think, on my, thorough knowledge of the tem- !

per of this people. Very great progress has
been made in public opinion here towards a
hearty acceptance of the new order of things ;
and 1 protest against any unnecessary re-arous-

|ing of the prejudices that are thus ‘beginning
to settle down to reason, in my profound
concern to save all the good results of this |
gradual acquiescence, which gives us now such |

auspicious promise for the peace and progress
of the State. And the unnecessary offensive

ness with which yon would put on trial the ex- |
periment of public schools-—for experiment '

they are in Mississippi-—becomes more than a

questionable expediency when you recollect
| that, but twalve nllmjt months ago, with the '
State in the grasp of military power, schools |

established Ly private citizens for the educa-
tion of colored children, were sacrificed to pop-

of the incendiary '-—A wige maxim teaches us
that, we must learn to walk before we attempt
to ron.

This Government is nol a Government of
force. 1t is onv of popular consent. While a
majority of its citizens must, it is true, rule,
my personal recollections of a dead despotism
are sufliciently acute, apart from any prompt-
ings of my counscience, fo prohibit me
concuirence in a policy which would enl.
that rule of the majority in a wanton violatic |
of the feelings and opinions of the minority
Even if 1 were disposed to take part in any such
outrage, there is uo power in this Government,
and I can assure you it is the strongest ever

| known in the State—to eaforee any such sys-

! jeet of social equality,

I
1 his political faith, and it will be hard work to

| draw him away from those who gave him free-.

dom, civil rights, and secured for him the fif-
 teenth amendment. Surely we do progress. It
|i8 certain that we have made headway in re-
| forms, and that liberty is more universal now
I than it was some years ago, and the Republi-

| can party. may it be said, have accowplished

| all this amid abuse, contumely, opposition, and

tin spit e of all the Democratic party of tho |

whole country could do to prevent it. The
| eountr
ten. t us all be true to our faith, learn to
- be a unit in all our politieal conduet, and great

l}l;_i{ngs are in reserve for us.—Jackson (Miss.)
, Fle!,

-

. Jax Cooke's BexevoLexce,—Mr. J. Cooke,

 the great Philadelphia banker, has a princel
estate anualatial residence at Chestout Hilr.
near Philadélphia, and it is his custom to give
| occasional ‘“etes’” to his Bible class, which
- cousists of one hundred and fifty workingmen
and their families, resident in his neighborhood.
' On Tuesday last one of the festivals came off,
and from 6 o'clock in the morning until dusk
the company had all the enjoyment which a
lavish use of money could farnish them. There
were twenty different kinds of amusements for
| men, women and children ; the magnificent
nds were thrown open to them, and Mr.
ooke was himself the ringleander in all sorts
of jollity. When the companty dispersed each
carried home a substantial gift. man who
makes such good use of money deserves to

i have it.
SR——

“Follow your nose and you are rure to be
" may be good advice, but it isnot every-
cares to be thus nosed around.

ri
one

{

tem of impolitic legislation upon the dissenting |

thousands of this people. I am pledged, and
intend to keep my piedge, to enforce the law ;
hut to make that enforcement at once proper
and practicable, I intend, to the extent of my
power, to see that the ldw to be enforeed shail

be framed, as fur as possible, withowt a vivla- |
tion of preaciple, in a spirit of fraternal con. |

cession to the prejudices of the large masses
of the wealth and intelligence which happen to
be, for the time, in the minority.

It seems to me that some of “the prominent
inen of your race are over-sensitive on the sub-
A true assertion of the

dignity of the colored people would, 1 gubmit,

show less concern for a fellowship with a peo-
ple by whom that fellowship is rejected. And
uo practical wrong can cowe ol acquiescence
in that state of opinion under alaw which pro-
poses to accommodate the matter by giving one
school to the white children, and a “school pre-
cisely simalar 1o the children of color.

tablishment of a school system which will give
some promise of success, will not undertake to
solve the problem by interpolating into 1t an

| attempt to break d JTe i i ‘
e e fpais i vad et pt to hre own forces of social life. 1|

for one am determined, as far as in me lies, not
L0 permit that vital question to be encumbered
With a gocial dificulty which was found imprac-
ticable in even a s/ngle instance, when backed

| by all the power of place and the force of will

- to complain of in a school system which accom- |

|

embodied in Pre<adent Jackson
The people of color huve nothing in reason

plishes the legitimate

r object of aschool system
—that of education,

Aud I ean vouch in the

most pointed terms for the fact that during my

canvass of last autuwn, the colored men were
as earnest in their demand for separate schools
as any white man that spoke to me on the sub-

Ject.  The really good reason for protesting

against this demand rests, not with the colored

man, bat with the white man who is to bear, '

for the present at least, the burden of the re-
sulting taxati n. He concurs

shall be separate ; but how long that concur-
rence may coutinue I am unable to suy in pres
ence of the fact that he will discover, by-and-
by, that the luxury of separate schools involves
a tax ex.eedingly burdensome,

Time makes ail things even, but if we fore-
stall.the work of time by setting our educa-
tional system going on the basis of mixed

Our con- |

The |
siatesman who is sincerely anxious for the es-

schools, we will have not only dealt & Llow at
the vitality of the system, but we will have ex
cluded the white children from edneation in
the districts having a colored majority, andthe
colored children in the districts havines a white
majority. If the Iaw should ever bhe-
come operative on the mixed hasis, it would
thus leave on the one hand, nearly one-half the
colored children without edacation, and on the
other hand, nearly one-halfthe white children
I will not consenti to this.

The education of this prople is the measure
of reconstruction nearest my heart. [ will
turn neither to the right nor to the left from the
accomplishment of that purpose under the in-
dependent leadings of ny conscience wud judg-
ment. And the colored people of thic State
think with me on the subject with very fow ex-
ceptions. [ have heen pledged in my  canvass

to separate schools, and have been sustained in |
the pledge at fifty pablic meetings by the

unanimaoug voice of & hundred thousand people

of yourrace, That pledge T shall carry out,

uot only as an oblization to my good faith, but
ag an essential condition of my profound eon-

cern to give this people a system of education |
that shall be a praciical blessing to the children |

of both races. And a little foresight will cer-
tainly show that any tampericg with the ac-
complichmant of a result 30 important, to grat-
ify an tmpatient sentiment ol race-pride while
endangering a preat substantial benefaction, is

hut an unwise attempt to force the sure froi- |

tion of eventa,
[ am, very respectiully, yours,
J. L. Arcors.
- R -
The South Inder NVorthern Dol-
fars and Brains,

Besides the abolition of slavery, the war has |

brought about far more material good ta the

South. It has swept away the old one-horse

system of’ enterprise and industry, and brought
| within its desolated horders the inventions, the
| eonveniences and ideas of the nineteenth cen-
tury.
and the once proud but benighted sons of chiv-
alry are being made to know and feel that they
“don't know it all ;" that there are other men
on earth besides themselves, and that the old

rimeval selfi<hness and fogyism, hred and nour-
ished by the system of slavery, are clearly at
war with, and greatly detrimental to, their best
interests and those of their heloved ** Sunny
- Land.””  The results of the war and their own
experience for the last ten years have bronght
them to the sober domain of human reason.
They no longer think and act one way. They

are becinning to think now that ** Northern !
oppression and despotism”’ siimply means South- |

ern development and enterprise.  These hroad

sunny Jdomains, so long doomed to yield but two |
principal staple products—ecotton and sugar— |
will socn be made to yield forth a great variety |

of ather marketable commodities no less advan-
tageous and remunerative, and he erossed and
recrosscd with railroads, and dotted with pros-
perous cities and towes and various factories—
| all indicating the superiority of {reedom over
 slavery,

The millious of acres of swamp lands in the

| great Missimirpi Valley of the South must be
' redeemed and made to yield their quota of
| wealth with which to spread the conveniences,

Boston must be transplanted to the southern
. shores of the Mississippi River, and school-
houses and churches must replace our gin and
sugar-houses. Northern capitel and skill will
drgin these swamp lands, and add fifty per cent,
to the present agricultural wealth of the South-
western States.  To build railroads is to bring
down freights. and thereby inspire a more
widespread and diversified industry. Railroads
will make the South what they have made the
great Northwest, The Southern States cannot
be too liberal in lending their eredit and aid in
building railroads and digging canals.  These
will add more than fifty per cent. to their ma-
terial prosperity in less than twenty-five years

The growing interest in favor of infernal
improvement, skiilful labor and development in
the South, will certainly arrest the large quan-
Lity of raw materials which are now being cx-

laboring classes.  Why not make New Orleans
the Manchester of America? There is no
- earthly reason why this great Southern Metrop-
olis should not possess the same mechanieal and
manufacturing facilities as Manchester.  Skill
and capital have given these facilities to Man-

chester, and they ean give them also to New

! Orleans.—N. (), Standard.
ey i —

Cash Value of a Labhoring Man- A Power In
the Sinite

It is frequently remarked of persons who do
not possess any property, and who depend upon
their daily labor for support of themselves and
fumilies that they are “worth nothing” finan-
cially spesking.” This language is generally
indulged in by men in the community who

| style themselves business men, and who get
Let us
examine the question financially, and see if

rich off the necessities of other men,

their assertions are correct.
Last year the price of common lahor aver-
aged 150 per day. Admitting that the labor-

quired the whole of that sum to support his
family névertheloss we contend that the labor-
er wus worth, in cash to his family, the sum of
| 87,989
The amount he would receive for one vears
labor, at §1.50 per day, would be $475.60,

which amount would be the interest, at six per |

cent. on 87,989, which latter sum would be
the cash value of the laboring mad to his
family. ’

The eash value of the laboring man to the
comimunity is much more than the above
named sum, as labor is the only true wealth of
any country. Without labor our forges, far-
naces, woolen mills, and indeed manufactories
of all kinds would cease to be.  The muasic of
the loom and the shuttle would be silenced for-
ever. Our national and other Banks could

| close their doors, and our most enterprising |
Withoat labor

merchants take intheir signs.
civilization would recede and the hat and the
owl would soon oceupy the erimson chambers
of our would be business men.

Let the luboring men of the United States
' realize their true position. Let them refleet
that labor ix hanorable-—that labor is wealth,
Lethim remember that they arc a power in
the State—that to them—ths great Govern-
ment is indebted, for all it possesses of Liherty,
glory; grandeur.

The star spangled banner trampled nuder
foot by slave-driving aristocrats of the South,
would have long since been trailed in fhe dust
and ceased to he the glorious ensign of Liberty,
had it not been for the patriotisin of the mas-
ses, and the strong and brawny arms of the
' millions of laboring men who, in answer to
| their country’s call, put on the blue garments
of loyalty, and like true soldiers, hore the old
flag ~afcly through for years of desperate,
bloody war, and gave it up to the government
all covered with glory—purer—more resplen-

before.

—— e ——

Tue Farnt Envertoxs.—The fall elections this
yeur are to decide not only the character of the
next House of Representutives, but also, to a
certain extent, that of the Sepate. ‘I'wenty

Senators will be elected by the next State Leg |

islatures, The Senators whose terms expire
on the 4th of March next are: Morrill, of
Maine : Cragin, of New Hampshire; Wilson,
of Massachusetts; Anthony, of Rhode Island ;
Cattel, of New Jersey; Willey, of West Va.;
Johnson, of Vu.: Abbott, of N. Carolina; Ro-

 Grimes, of lowa; Howard, of Michigan;
| Thayer, of Nebraska ; Ross, of Kansas ; Yates,
- of Hlinois; McDonald, of Arkansas; Revels,
of Mississippi: Williams, of Oregon ; Harris,

bury, of Delaware; McUreery, of Kentucky :
and Norton, of Minnesota. The outgoing Sen-

Sl now with the” ators all are Republicans, except Saulsbury,
' colored people in insisting that the schoels |

' McCreery, and Norton. The seat of Mr. Fow-

ler has aiready been filled by a Democrat, and
that of Mr. Grimes by a Republican. The
Democrats will probably loss one Senutor in
| Minnesota,
- e

A female preacher married a couple lately in
| Iowa. At the end of the ceremony the minis-
| ter kissed the groom.

I

The one-sided system is disappearing, |

ported to the large manufacturing cities of
Earope to the great detriment of cur own

er who received £1.50 per day, and that it re-.

| dent, dearer to every patriotic heart than ever |

bertson, of 8. Carolina : Fowler, of Tennessee ;

ol Louisiana; Warner, of Alabama; Sauls-

e

Danger ef Universal Smnesty
i.xposed.

The

On Thursday the 19th alt,, Senator il.ward
of Michizan expressed his views upon  the
His
remarks are :0 directly to the point, and clear-

dangeroms doctrine of univerzal suffrage
Iy set forth the onseguences of this act of leni-
ency to the traitora that we make some extracts
from ir.

Mr. lowurd, while the House bill to enforce

the fifteenth amendment was under consider-
ation, said;
Mr. President. 1 =hall occupy the Nanate

hut a short time with what 1 have to <ay. |
have read with as much care as I was abls the
House hill we now have before us and the sub-
stitute offered for it by the Senator from No
vada, and upon the hest consideration [ have
been able to bring the sabject T fec] satisfied
that on the whole we had b®tter not adopt the
substitute, but that it would be more adyisahle
to take up the Honse hill, amend itina few
particulars, and pass it. | know of nothing
in the House bill to which I can raise anv con-
stitutional objection, while at the same time |
think there are clauses in the substitute to
which serions objections may reasonably be
made, -

We are endeavoring to pass some act to carry
out and effectuate the fifteenth amendnient of
the Constitution. 1 am anxious
legislation should be had upon that «ubject, so
that the richt of the colored people to vote

| throughout the United States may as perfectly
as possible be guarantied and protected. 1t |
a most important suhjeet. I think I am not
wrong when I say that the right of the eolored
citizens of the United States in the recently
| insurrectionary States to vote is the greatest
guarantee thas far presented for the preserva-
tion of order in those States, not to say the
preservation of the authority of the Govern-
ment itsell in those States.

In my mind that right, the right of the black

I

@nd is bereafter for hall a century, perhaps a

century, to be the safeguard by which the au-
" thority of the Union is to be maintained and
| upheld in those States ;
| to-day, it the ringleaders of the late rebellion
. were restored to power, if they could have
everything in their own way as they had it in
times past, one of the first ohjects which they
would attempt to aceomplish would he the dis-
solution of the Union and the establishment of
their own independence as a separate nation-
ality on this continent. Sir, the snake has heen
simply seotched, not killed, in my humble jude-
ment ; and in the fature, if that class of men
who were foremost, most active, and most in-
fluential in bringing on the rebellion and pros-
ecuting it to its bloody close, are permitted to
| have control of the affuirs of that section of
the country, we are destined at no very distant
day to see a repetition, or at least a serious at-

we have just passed. 8

I was struck by a conversation which 1 had
| not long since with a gentleman connected with
the Union army during the war, who visited
Richmond doring its most flagrant period, and
had there a conversation with Jefferson Davis.
In that conversation he represented Mr Davis
as deelaring, in the most emphatic and earnest
terms, that the idea that the Southern people
were tighting for the perpetuation or even the

|
|

| they lind been laboring {

| the various parts

| 82.50 a year in advance
L 5 Copies for 510.

clusions which are stated in their report of
June, 1506, a report, I undertake to say, which
was received with approbation, and even admi-
ration, throughout the Northern States, and
was accepted by every truly leval heart in the
country

Excuse me, sir, for calling . itention
of Senators here on the 19th dav of Mas 1270,
to the langunge need by that commitiee in the
report which they then presented to the two
Honses, It wuas no trival theme apon which
was noe ordinary
object which they had in view. The ohject of
their appointment was to make some suggrestion
founded upon faets induhitably trune by which
i"}'ﬂi covernments could be estahlished at the
South. peace restored to the country, anud the
!‘("l:l!iw:_.a long brokenun Epl\' the war hetwoeen
of T}n l-ilf--ll be restored
We had passed throngh the bloady strugele of
the eivil war, Fvery one of us had had some
relative or friend who had fallen upon the ficld
of battle. Every one of us also had a person
al interest in securing at the most speedy  pe-

riod the return of universal peace and prosper- |

ity to the country. We had before us the abop-

tive :mempr of Johnson and his (‘abinet to re-

construct the rebel States, and knew perfectly

what was the state of things produced (here | v

. that policy.

that some !

man to vote-in those States, is the safeguard,

for my opinion is that |

Mr. Howard then quotes from the report ol
the Joint Reconstruction Committee of the two
Houses of Congress, made in June 1860, fully

sustaining his position, and denouncing the |

whole scheme of unconditional and universal
pardon to the rebels asa wicked ontrace.
That Committee was composed of the followine
distingnished gentlemen :

W. P. Fessenden, James W. Grimes, Ira
Harris, J. M. Howard, Georze H. Willinms.
Thaddeus Stevens, Elibhu B, Washburne, Jus-
tin S. Morrill, John A. Bingham, Roscoe
Conkling, George 8. Boutwell, and IHenry 1.
Blow. Mr. Howard proceeded : ]

“That report described universal amuesiv,
that is, the granting to all the rehels. high and
low, including the ringleaders and every other
class, of the right to participate in the legisla-
tion of the country aud to occupy seats here
with us as a matchless wickedness,” and I-think
so still. Your universal amnesty wiil bring
back to his seat in ‘his Chamber, sconer or
later, that infamous man, the head and front of

 the rebellion, who by the quips and cranks of

the law, or something more disereditalle, es-

caped the halter. Sir, you will one day <ee, if
yon live long enouch, Jefferson Davis and  his
servitors of the same kith and kin, animated

| by the same destructive ideas 30 hostile to the

tempt at a repetition of the war through which |

preservation of slavery, was an entire mistake;

that they were contendiug for no such thing ;
that they were pouring ont their blood and
treasure in large volumes, unserupualously and
wastefully, but not for the purpose of perpetu-
ating slavery i the South. ** What we want,”
said Davis, *is not so much slavery, abont
which we care but little, as national indepen-
dence ; and nationalindependence we will have,
or we will have annihilation.” Such was the
spirit which animated the rebellion, for it was
the spirit which animated its chief: and there
was no truer representative of the spirit of the
rebellion on the face of the glohe than Jeffer.
son Davis,

Sir, the promoters of that rebellion have been
badly beaten. They lost their cause in the
contest they courted; they lost also what ut
the beginning they ostensibly pretended they
were coutending for, and that was slavery.

' They lost all, sir; they lost property; they

lost'life ; they lost prestige with foreign nations:
and they lost what was perhaps dearer to them
than anght else, the hope of conguering the
North. They lost that high, hoasting spirit
which drove them madly into the rebellion,
But there is one thing they did not lose, and
[ which neither they nor their posterity, in my
opinion, for three generations to come will lose;
and that is their bitter, truculent, nnquendh-

able, ineradicable hatred of the North, of north |

ern society and northern rale. “That feeling is
still eherished at the South, and it prevails to

such an extent, as we all know, that none or very |

few Northern men who visit the South are re-
ceived into what is known as “good society™
there. However respectable may be the emi-
grant from the North; however high his cha-

racter ; however worthy of the sssociations of |
honorable men and women in society anywhere, |

| there is still a most painful and studied pro-
seription, an ostracism of Northern people; a
stgte of things which is most disagreeable to
our section of country, and indicative, in my
opinion of what Southera men would do if they
had an oportunity.

I am no prophet, nor the son ol a prophet;
but I venture the surmise that whenever the
United States shall be at war with any of the
great powers of the world, a war in which it
will become necessary for us to exert all our
national strength, falent, and resources to
maintaiu ourselves and maintain the national

"honor, you will see at the South a d.sposition
to join the enemy for the purpose of putting
down and crushing forever this Governmeat,
for which they entertain so bitter o detestation,
[ listened a few days ago, not without pain, to
remarks made by Senators on this floor, and
especially by the honorable Senator from C'on-
necticut, |Mr. Ferry,| indicating that he en-
tertains, and that there is entertained upon this
floor in the minds of other Senators, a disposi-
tion to grant what is called “universal awmmneos-
ty '’ to these men. | was sorry to heav it 1

| sal amunesty " is a compltment to treason.

United States, at work in these alls, attempt-

ing to rehatch their treason and vivify and re- |

invigorate the ‘ lost cumse,” over which he and
they have so long mourned.

Mr. President, is it becoming the dignity of
an Ameriean legislator to sit in the same Hall
and participate in the same deliberations upon
national affairs with that infamous class of men,
the ringleaders of treason, whose great object
was for years, still is, and always will he, I
undertake to say, the utter destruction of (he
Government of 1he Umted States? Sir, |
should be ashamed to sit in the swae Hall with
them. 1 should feel dishonored and degraded
to be placing my name upon the same list of
yeas and nays with that of Jefferson Davis or
John C. Breckenridge or Robert Toombs, or
any of the ringleaders in that wanton and
wicked rebellion.

Mr. MORTON. Would the Senator do it?

Mr. HOWARD. I would not. T have too
muezh personal pride; so have other Senators,
I have too much respect for my country: |
have too much respect for the opinion of the
world, thus to stain my own good name by de-
liberate and voluntary association in matters of
legislation with traitors and enemies of my
country. )
the advocates of universal amaesty, thev must
make the most of it. ' '

These are my opinions: and [ go further,
and I tell you, sir, and I tell the Senator from
Conaecticut, [ Mr. Ferry,| and »ll the rest of
the sect known as universal amuesty wmen, that
imstead of acquiring the respect or the attach-
ment or the friendship and confidence of rebel

ringleaders by such an act of folly and wicked- |

ness, ® use the language of the report, they
wiil acquire only their derision and their con-
tempt. Suech will be the verdict of history, and
such will be the language of these men if they
ever return to these Halls. They will sneer in
your faces. They will teil you, with coutemptn-

ous scorn, that you had not manhood enough |
to coutinue even this slight inability to rule and |

to legisiate; that you had not sclf-respeet
enough to continue it, even in recard to the

blood-stained ringleaders of the rebellion : and |

they will say to you, and with some show of
truth and consistency, that yon are just the
men they took yon for.

Sir, no rebellion in ancient or modern times

against a legitimate Government has heen sub- |

dued without punishment of the ringleaders ;

and in my humble judgement no such rebellion

ought to pass withoat punishment. Treason is
a great crime. It is a crime we know which by
the common law is followed not only by the

puanishment of death, but by the forfeiture of

all the lands and goods ol the offender. [t has
ever been regarded in all countries, Christiun
countries, pagan countries, and Mohasanedan
countries, as the highest erime that can be
committed against the State. Your * univer-

It

| 15 an invitation to the traitor to come back and

r'i'gre!lml still more to hear that anpouncement |

sapported by avother anvouncement, that in
in the judgment of the Senator & vast majority
of the Republican party of the United States
{favored the concession which he claimed, of a
universal, indiseriminate amnesty to the late
rebels.

1 shall uot detain the Scnute long upon that
point. I merely wish bere, und now, while 1
occupy the floor, to enter once for all my dis-
sent from both propositions. [ protest against
universal amnesty as being at war with the
fundamental privcipies upon which all our re-
construction legislation rests, as being inconsis-
tent with the interests and the safety of the
nition itsell; and I may add, utterly incousis-
tent with that manly digruty which should be-
long to those who have charge of this great
Government of the United States.

It happened to me to have some connection
with this business of reconstruction at its in-
ception.  We all remember, and painfully re-
member, the policy and the conduct of Presi-

take his place in your councils and to give direc-
tion to your policy and laws. Can youa do this,
sir, and maintain your self-respect? Can you do
this, and preserve in their purity and strength
and spirit, power, and purpose of the Govern-
ment to which you belong? You cannot.
Treason is odions. It is inconsistent with all
Government, and, as [ said befove, the highest
erime that can be commitied by a citizen,

Have we inflicted any punishment upon the |

traitors? None. Huas there been a sincle mili-
tary execution for treason during or since the
close of the war? Not one. Has there heen
uny trial of & traitor, however high or however
low, foe the high crime he has committed ?

Nune whatever. The sole inconvenience (for |

it 15 not even “‘Orlll}' of the name of punish-

ment) to which the leading traitors, even, have |
been subjected bas been, and happens to be now |

an incapacity to come back into these Ilalls

and parucipate with us in the matter of legis- |

lation ; and this is denounced here and clse
where as a hardship, as a harshness, as a4 some-
thing unnatural and cruel, at least very objec-
tonable. | do not see it.

This disability, as has been so often remarked
in this Chamber, is no punishment. [f Con-
gress or the people, by an amendment of the

Constitution, sees fit to declare that « certain |

class of persons in the United States shall not
hold office under the United States, or under
any State, is that a punishment for crime ? s
winority a punishment for the erime of being
a minor? A minor cannot hold offics ; he can-
not make a hargain. A fanme coveré, a wiie,
can make no contract.

covert was o punishment? 1t is simply a wis-
application of terms ; uperversionof the mean-
ing and intention of the fourteenth umendinent

| of the Constitution.

dent Johinson and bis Cabinet, or a portion of |

his Cabinet, in their attempt to reconstruct the
rebel States, not by act of Congress, but hy
presidential procia-:ation and presidential de-
crees, 2
Such was the state of coufagion, of wrong in
all its forms, of injustice, and utter anarchy in
the Southern States that Congress in the win-
ter of 1865, at the first moment they could give

| it their oflicial attention, took it in hand, and |

of fifteen, a joint committee of the two Houses,

appointed a committee, as you remember, sir, |

to inquire into the condition of the recent in-

surrectionary States, and to report such meas-
ures to their respective Houses on the subject
as they should see fit, after a careful examina-

tion of the actual condition of the people of |

the insurrectionary States and their domestic

affairs. Never was a committee charged with
+ & higher or more respousible duty than was

that joint comuittee. Never, in my opinion, |
was o cominittee appointed on the part of

" either House of Congress who brought to the
work such a disposition to be thorough, care-
ful, prudent.

! hundreds of witnesses from all parts of the
South, and spending six months’ time in this
labsrious investigation, they came to the con-

And after the examinution of

For one, I propose to keep this nest ol ad-
ders, who have given us so much trouble—I
mean the ringleaders of the rebellion, those
who hissed the loudest and were most poison-
oes in their bite—away from iy premises |
intend that they shall have no more to do with
me or mine, if 1 can help it, in the shape of
office-holding, legislation, or anything else.

This class prosgribed from office-holding |
merely by the iourteenth amendment have been |

ilty not merely of making war against the
United States, which in itself at the opening
of the war was punishable by death in all cases,
bat they have been guilty of deliberate perjury
and fatse swearing before God and man; for
the proscription applies only to such persons
as have once taken a solemn oath to support
the Constitution of the United States, and have
afterward gooe into the rebellion and borne
arme against the United States, or rendered
aid and comfort to the enemies thereof.

telony by the laws of all the States, punishable
by coufinewent at hard labor in the peniten-
tiary, in addition to the stll higher crime of
treason against the United States. :
Senators on ihis floor complain that this is a
grievous punishment to such men as Jeil. Davis,

It this is harshness in the opinion of |

She is under a disa- |
bility ; but who ever thoaght that this disa- |
bility either of the minor or of the semme |

Here |
1s the crime of deliberate perjury, which is .
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Toombs, Breckinridge, Lee, and the rest of the
nest.
Mr. MORTON
Mr. HOWARD.

this i

And Wise

Yes, sir, and Wise: that
& grievous punishment: that it is a gse
less proscription ; and they appeal to us to be
magnanimous and indulgent, to pardon these
offendors and take them back again to our ho.
Sir, they had sworn to support the Con-
stitgtion of the United States before God., They
had sworn not to make war in any event upon
their « ountry. They violated their oath ; they
made war upon their country ; Iht‘)‘ l]l:&.‘eal\‘-.‘?i
the nation that gave them birth ; and, for one,
I must upply to their condition the old adage,
not the less significant because it is old, that
A wise man may once be deceived, but it is the
fuol who is deceived the second time.”' Let us
keep them where they are. Whoever goes be
fore the loyal people of the United States and
appeals to them to send representatives to this
|\Eld_‘h‘ and to the other Hounse of ‘.‘Ull,'_:l.'t?ﬁs with
a view to establish Greeley's plan of “universal
amnesty,” will, I predict, receive a uuiversal
“no” from all loyal Republican men and wo-
men to whom he may address his appeals. 1
have no fear ahout the result. The recollection
of this war has not yet passed from their hearts,
nor ought it.

The honorable Senator from South Carolins
[Mr. Sawyer] the other day, in the ardor and
t zeal of his friendship for the late rebels, asked

us whether we were not going to forget the
war! I donot know what that Senator way
do with regard to forgetting the war. My own
opinion is that even he will soon forget it. 1|
am gnite sure, for another, that I shall never
forget the war; and [ tell you, sir, that the
loyal people who suffered so much in its prose
' cution— the father who lost his son, the moth-
er who lost her son whose remains lie buried in
southern soil, all the people who contributed in
any way to prosecute this great war to preserve
the unity and honor of the nation; the women
who put in her mite to encourage the soldier in
the performance of his duty or to -administer
. to his comfort, to bind up his wounds, or to do
aught else for his comfort ; the fathers and the
mothers and the sisters, the widows and the or-
phang, sufferers, by this dreadful war, and told
torday by millions—can never forget this war ;
and tiod forbid that they ever should forget it,
or the wicked causes that led to it! Its result
is one of the proudest monuments in honor of
the American name tothe constancy of a free
people and their love of their Government.
They will never forget this war, its dangers,
its sufferings, its toils, its sacrifices ; and they
vever will, for they never can so long as they
are human, forget the scoundrels who brought
such calamities upon thew, and they never
onght to forget them. There may Le other
Powers in the nniverse who may be equally dis-
inclined to forget these crimes: but thatis &
matter between the offender and his God, and

I shall not follow him beyond the confines of
| time.

What I stand to is the report and the doe-
trine of the report solemnly presented to the
two Housesol Congress in June 1866, in which
this policy ofuniversal amnesty was denounced
as ‘‘matchless wickedness,” If1t wasa “match-

 less wickedness” in 1866 it has lost nothing of
its atroeity in 1870, The leopard cannot change
his spots.  Treason and rebellion are to-day as
odious and hateful and as little worthy of trast
and confidence as they were in 1866, as they
were in 1861, .

Now, sir, I wish to say one word upon the
LAl which is before us. I have already con-
simed much more time on another branch of
the subjeat than I intended. [ know that the
Committee on the Judiciury were as anxious
as any of us to present a bill which should be
effective for the protection of loval voters,
white and black, all over the United States. |
do them honor in regard to the labors they
have bestowed upon the subject. But at the
same time, not wishing to introduce into our
legislation anything which can be treated as a
novelty, anything to which reasonable objec
tion can be raised, I think the passages I shall
| point out will strike other Senators as they
strike me.

And first, in seetion three there is a provi-
sion declaring that where a person has endeay-
ored to take the necessary preliminary steps in
order to acquire the right to vote, and has been
prevented by the officer to whom he was to
malke his application, his offer shall be held to
be **a performance in law of such aect.” Then
the section proceeds and declares that he may
present an affidavit to the hoard of election
that he had offered to qualify himself to vote,
- and that his vote shall be received by the hoard
upon the grouud that he was prevented from
registering or taking any other preliminary
step. I do not think that an unconstitutional
clanse, but I think it is a clause which might
be in some cases very eagily abused. I thinkit
is leaving to the applicant too broad a discre-
tion, too much power. To say to him that if
he swears he offered to qualify as a voter, and
that he was prevented by John Smith, or John
Doe, he may, nevertheless, go forward and put
in his vite, is or may be to enable him to evade
the luw. 1t is unusnal to me; it is entirely
unheard of ; und I wonld far rather that sec-
tion should be entirely stricken out. I do not
believe 1t will be of any begefit to the country
generally.

f0om.
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[ Brawing-Room Indian Peolicy.

A large meeting was held at Coover Insti-
tute, in New York, Wednesday evening last,
to consider our Indian policy. The * humani-
tarians " were ont in force. General Sherman
wrote a short and pithy letter, declining to at-
tend.  He intimated that, if the meeting would
adjourn to some one of the forts out on the
Piaine. where its managers could really see and
atudy the Indians, he would be glad to atlend ;
but he evidently did not think that people in
New York, who knew nothing about the In-
[ dian cbaracter or the situation in the West,
were properly qualified to settle the Indian
poliey of the Government. "Thisletter enraged
{ the ** humanitarians.” General Sherman was
bitterly denounced, as also was General Sheri-
dan, each having been guilty of the unpardon-
able offense of questioning the wisdom and
ability of the New York * humanitarian'’
{ ring.  The New ¥York Tribune, the next day,
boldly avowed its belief that General Sherman
was wrong, and that New York is the very
place in which to settle onr Indian policy, and
the “humanitarian’ ring contains the very
fellows to do it.

Lis tone conveyed the impression that it fear-
ed, if the meeting should adjonra to the Plains,
it would be surrounded with Indian influence,
us well as the influence of the settlers, whose
relation of fact would disturb that high philo-
sophic abstraction and disregard of human
vassions, character, and border history, abso-
lutely necessary for those who have taken upon
themselives the task ol evolving from the depths
of philosophic specalation acomplete “*human-
itarign” theory.

During the meeting a letter was read from
the Presiden} of an Eastern college, advocating
cenlerring sufirage upon the ludians, as a pan-
| acen for all their troubles. T'o this a real Cher

okee Ludian, who happened to be present, ob-

jeeted, deelaring that it would injure the In-

dians to make their rights a political question,

L and subject them to the Kicks and caffs of ope.

pusing parties.  The Indian was promptly put

down on the ground that he was out of order.
.-

Tur Firveexta AMENDMENT IN KRNTUCKY, —
At the recent election in the Congressional Dis-
triet of Kentucky, left without a Representative
by the resignation of Golliday, Lewis, the
| Democratic nominee, was elected by 4,565 votes
| wajority.  Seymour received 9,457 majority
| over Grant for President in the same Distriet.
The Republican gain in the District is 3,353
VOTes.

This gratifying result shows very clearly that
the fifteenth amendient is beginning to bear
fruit, ever in besotted Kentucky—and there is
no doubt buat that at the next election the Re-
publicans will be able to carry some ol the Dis-
ttricts in the State. The adoption of the fif-
| teenth amendment—the crowning jewel in Re-

pttblican achievemeants—will insure the success
Lot the party per adventure for years to come.*
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